
 

 

A B B O T S H O L M E 
ROUND SQUARE 

  What is Round Square? 
 

Abbotsholme is a member Round Square, a global 
organisation of 200 schools in 50 countries, founded in 
1966. Member schools share a holistic philosophy of 
education, beyond the pursuit of academic excellence, 
built around six common principles. These are known as 
the six IDEALS and form part of the Abbotsholme school 
ethos.  
 
Membership of Round Square enables our pupils to 
interact and collaborate with pupils from the other 
schools within the organisation by taking part in national 
and international conferences, exchanges and service 
projects. We regularly welcome pupils from other Round 
Square schools and encourage our pupils to exchange 
with another RS school.  
In the last few years we have been lucky enough to host 
exchange pupils from South Africa, India, Australia and 
Canada.  
 
We encourage service and fundraising throughout the 
school. This is not just a Round Square principle but one 
which is central to the school and the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award, which is also a fundamental aspect of 
Abbotsholme school life. Within school we have a much 
loved Round Square Café, which is run by the pupils – for 
the pupils. Through the café we raise enough funds to 
send a pupil to school at the Starehe Girls’ College in 
Nairobi, Kenya. We have seen two boys through school in 
Nairobi, one of whom is now training to be a doctor. 
Without our support, these young people would not have 
had the opportunity to go to school.  
 
Round Square owes much to the legacy of the innovative 
educationalist, Kurt Hahn, who in turn drew a great deal 
from the philosophy and practice of our own founder, 
Cecil Reddie. Round Square helps to shape the ethos of 
the school, provides pupils with an international 
perspective and network of contacts, enables 
involvement in exciting international experiences and 
promotes practical involvement in making a difference to 
the school and wider community. We are very proud of 
Abbotsholme’s active and wide-ranging involvement in 
this worthy organisation. 
 

 

IDEALS  
 

Internationalism 
Democracy 

Environmentalism 
Adventure 
Leadership 

Service 
 

Internationalism – Meeting people from different, 
countries, backgrounds and cultures and 

challenging pupils to understand and tackle real-
world issues. 

 
Democracy – Developing a sense of equality, 

fairness, justice and a desire to do what is right 
for the greater good 

 
Environmentalism – Understanding our lace in 

the universe, the forces that shape our 
surroundings and the impact we have on those 

surroundings. 
 

Adventure – Pushing ourselves beyond our 
perceived limits and discovering that we are 

capable of more than we thought.  
 

Leadership – Becoming a leader with a desire to 
be of service to others and to nurture, guide, 

develop and help others to improve and succeed 
 

Service – Gaining practical experience that brings 
sustainable support & benefit to others.   

 
See how we implement these specialisms within 

our curriculum in our ‘Activities’ booklet.  



 

FACTS 
 

Founded in 1966 by Kurt Hahn – a philosopher and 
educationalist.  

 
200 schools worldwide are part of Round Square, in 

50 countries.  
 

Around 15 are within the UK.  
 

Round Square is a charity.  
 

Any school which shares the RS values can become 
part of the association.  

 

If pupils are interested in an exchange, Mrs Holmes, 
our coordinator of Round Square will approach 

other RS schools and set this up.  
 

All pupils within the age group are invited to apply 
to attend the RS conferences. Pupils are selected 
based on those who Abbotsholme staff consider 

best able to represent the school.  
  


