ABBOTSHOLM E
IN TOUCH

Welcome to issue three of Abbotsholme In
Touch, Autumn 2020. This issue shows the
tremendous amount of work that the
Abbotsholme community has put in to
ensure the successful opening of the school.
The hard work and dedication of the school
staff to ensure the smooth introduction of
blended learning and a host of engaging
activities is commendable. We are delighted
to be able to inspire the pupils in our care,
and this newsletter provides an insight to all
that we do.

Black History Month runs throughout
October and aims to celebrate the enormous
contributions people of African and
Caribbean descent have made to global
society. Who are the heroes of African and
Caribbean descent who have influenced you?
At the top of my list is Nelson Mandela for his

bravery and unwavering integrity. Nelson
Mandela stood for something bigger than
himself and changed the world for the better.
This month, as a challenge from the
Headmaster, I would like you to email your
heroes of African and Caribbean descent.
Why did you choose that particular person?
What did they do to help you become a
better version of yourself? We will share
these in our next edition of the Abbotsholme
“In Touch” newsletter and our virtual chapels
as we think about how we can look forward
and shape a better world for all.
Simon Ruscoe-Price, Headmaster

News
Nursery

Prep School
Prep School have two representatives from
Year 6 who are given the responsibility of
leading their teams. For Wainwright this year
we have Hollie and Herbie and for Palmer,
Francesca and Wilf. As part of their role,
these children collect in all the house points
for each class and announce the points tally
each week as part of our Celebration
Assembly. They are also responsible role
models alongside their peers in Year 6 to our
younger children.

We also have representatives from each class
who are chosen democratically by their peers
to meet with the Head of the Prep school to
discuss and share their views about school
matters. These meetings take place during the
school day and in the past have involved
interviewing the Headmaster, making changes
to their playground environment and being
part of the inspection process. Well done to
all the new representatives this year.

Year 5 have been looking at British Artists. We
studied the artist Paula Rego, creating an
illustrated book depicting the story of the
monkey and the crocodile. We looked at
Thomas Gainsborough and his painting Mr &
Mrs Andrews. We are working as a team to
recreate the picture by completing segments
which we will put together to create the
bigger picture.

Year 1 & 2 students enjoying an Autumn
playtime.

Eleanor’s collage

Senior School
Years 7 & 8 spent Wednesday afternoon
exploring the school site. They walked through
the farm to get to the top wood and then
down to the river. Along the way they were
challenged to take photos of things that
brought them “Joy” the only stipulation was
they could not take photographs of their
friends.

On Wednesday 16th September, Year 7 were
visited by Mr Ling from the Gideon
organisation. Mr Ling told us about the Gideon
organisation and their goals. We learnt how to
find certain pages in the New Testament and
Psalms and that if we read one paragraph a day
it would take us one year to complete the book.
At the end Mrs Ling read us a prayer and then
we got a copy of the New Testament and
Psalms. We all really enjoyed Mr & Mrs Ling
coming in.
Sophie, Year 7

Izzie, Year 10, has
smashed
her
pledge to walk
400 miles and is
aiming to finish at
500 miles. Izzie
has
been
so
motivated over
the
summer,
walking in all
weathers and has raised over £5000 for the
‘My Name’5 Doddie Foundation’ in memory of
her nan. She has also had an article written
about her in the Cheadle Post and Times.

Vichy’s collage

Rupert & Toby, Year 11, joined Charlie Bagot
Jewitt, Staffordshire High Sheriff 2020,
covering 300 miles cycling around the county,
(his ‘bailiwick’ the County of Staffordshire) in 8
days during August in aid of the Community
Foundation for Staffordshire.
The
Foundation
aims
to
communities across the county.

strengthen

Mrs Clarke then introduced the ‘What matters
to me’ initiative in its prototype form relating to
a well-being plan, which is based on the
individual and trying to create a plan to build
resilience which works for that particular
person. It was discussed how we are trying to
create a map to guide that particular person.
Pupils were given the task of thinking up what
enables them to be happy, once pupils pooled
their own ideas and Mrs Clarke discussed some
of the other things which can be happiness
enablers. Pupils were then challenged to think
of barriers to their happiness and again we
discussed some more common themes in this
area.
This initiative is going to be used in the lower
and senior school as well as the Sixth form to
ensure everyone has the opportunity to
research and create their own well-being maps
and plans.
We would like to thank Mrs Clarke for
launching and supporting this essential focus
on managing our health and wellbeing.

The Farm
The farm has welcomed the students back with
a very busy start to another academic year. We
are all so happy to be outside again, the
weather has been excellent.

Sixth Form
Mrs Clarke MBE presented about Health and
Well Being to the Sixth Form on 16 September.
She firstly introduced her organization which
does wonderful things with underprivileged
communities. The talk then moved onto cover
what normal stresses and pressures teenagers
experience and how COVID 19 has added to
these strains.

Over our first 4 weeks of this term the farm
numbers have swelled by 12, one of our sows
has delivered a dozen piglets.
Year 10 Agriculture students have condition
scored the school flock, putting our lambs
through the scales. Deciding which ones return
to the breeding flock as replacements and
which ones are ready to leave the site. They
have completed their first coursework skill
assessment, successfully trimming the breeding
ewes’ hooves to prevent lameness.

Year 12 have begun their new Agriculture
BTEC with a Health & Safety inspection of the
farm. Nathan Millington one of our Year 13
Student Farm Managers then introduced our
Year 12 students to the farm machinery, he
outlined the purpose, operating procedures and
usage of each machine.

Where is our goat? We have a goat that
enjoys exploring the site, escaping her
own paddock and snacking on whatever
growth she finds.

They have moved sheep between different
fields and, in doing so, correctly identified and
treated a sheep with flystrike.

Boarding
It has been wonderful to welcome boarders
back to Abbotsholme this month, and we have
had a great time helping everyone to settle in
and getting to know each other.
After successful theory work completed during
lock down Year 13 have returned to practical
animal husbandry. They have trimmed hooves
on the school’s flock, assisted in vaccinations in
preparation for lambing, ear tagged new calves,
and scanned the cows checking for next year’s
calves.

Week nights have been spent unpacking,
organising bedrooms and getting to grips with
the school routine. Some early nights were
needed after the first few busy days back at
school. At the weekends we have been
enjoying the beautiful weather, and taking full
advantage of the facilities on site. Boarders
have taken part in sporting activities such as
badminton, tennis and sessions on the climbing
wall. We have walked the resident dogs, hosted
movie and quiz nights, and even used the first
Saturday of term to hold a lie in competition!
Heads of House were chosen, and boarding
house reps attended their first Boarders’
Forum. We look forward to planning more
social events in the near future.

We have all been admiring the APA built
chicken coop and would like to express our
sincere thanks for the hours and hours of
planning, sourcing materials, donations,
preparation and the construction. It’s looking
great.

Orchard household enjoy afternoon tea

Performing Arts
This term marks an extremely exciting chapter
for
Abbotsholme’s
Performing
Arts
Department, as for the first time, Dance and
Music have been bought into the fold, under
the one exciting package.
The department welcomes Mrs Page, Miss
Thomas and Mrs Agnew, who have joined
forces to create a robust Dance timetable to
cater for all your technical needs. Whether it be
ballet, tap, modern, freestyle or contemporary
or musical theatre, Abbotsholme now offers
you the chance to complete grades in these
styles. So whether you wish to participate to
gain technical skills, or just join in for fun, now
is the perfect opportunity to do so.
The Music Department also welcomes Miss
Chesman, who is herself no stranger to the
stage, having been part of several prestigious
musical groups. The Music Department boasts
excellent peripatetic lessons in piano,
percussion, woodwind and vocal training,
which aim to bring out the inner musician in
you!

Orchard House enjoying the countryside

These are indeed extremely exciting times for
the Performing Arts Department which is now
home to an exciting and varied peripatetic
timetable which we would love your son or
daughter to get involved with. Students can now
take sessions in Musical Theatre, Modern Jazz,
Tap, RAD Ballet, BBO Ballet, Contemporary and
Jazz to complement the training they already
receive at school. Whether they wish to learn a
new skill, gain a grade or just take part for fun,
there is a relevant class.

With several exciting opportunities to perform
upcoming on the school calendar, we all look
forward to getting you involved, which ever art
you are into!
As well as the robust Dance timetable, the
peripatetic Music sessions have resumed within
school. We currently cater for voice, piano,
woodwind and percussion, however, if your child
wishes to take an instrument not included on the
list, please contact me at school and I will see
what we can do! We are very excited to welcome
Jenny Stafford-Ollerenshaw and Ali Ollerenshaw
to the team, who will be adding their vocal
talents and expertise into the mix.
If you feel your son or daughter would benefit
from any of the above lessons, please contact me
directly on rob.lewis@abbotsholme.co.uk

The Old Abbotsholmians Club
(OAs)
Pupils leaving Abbotsholme School in Year 11
to 13 are automatically offered lifetime
membership of the OA club, which was set up
in the first years of Abbotsholme School to
facilitate friendship and communication
between ex-pupils. We have members of all
ages, our oldest being in their nineties, who

were at school between the 1920s and 1930s.
We organise social events and meet ups
throughout the year, sometimes at school but
also in other locations. Before the world turned
upside down we were in the process of
organising a clay pigeon shoot and social meet
up. We also award a science prize, in memory
of Tony Price, to a Year 13 leaver who is going
on to do a science degree. This year’s prize was
won by Henry Brotherton-Cottrell. We award a
generous travel bursary to any recent leaver
over 18 who is in full-time further education to
go “Get Lost” on us. The recipient of the 2020
travel award, Amanda Clough, has been unable
to travel to Peru as planned but will be
undertaking another expedition once travel
restrictions from Covid-19 have lifted and we
look forward to hearing from her on her return.

Recently, our esteemed chairperson, Miss
Jenny Richardson, retired from the club
committee. I remember coming to her
retirement party when she finished teaching at
the school after 28 years in 2004. Jenny
Richardson taught English, was a deputy head
and was a much loved houseparent to
Cedarholme House, which in the past was a
girl’s boarding house, as was St. Vincent’s and
Orchard House. Passionate about drama, she
was an inspirational driving force for a
generation of very lucky students. Also retiring
after many years of devoted service, Nick
Cassidy is departing from his role of treasurer
and IT manager for the committee. Nick was a
student in the 1970s and recently got married
in the library of the school. Ruth OstrovskisWilkes is our new Chairperson and Gina
Embleton-Sonneville is Deputy Chairperson.
The full list of the new committee is to be found
on our website www.abbotsholmians.co.uk

Ex-pupils of Abbotsholme School tend to have
very interesting careers after leaving and we
will be featuring news in the future from exstudents and teachers. Both from recent
leavers and those who left school a while
further back in the past.

Abbotsholme
Parents’Association

Notices
This Year’s Lamb for Sale
Half a lamb jointed in a box ~ £85
A whole lamb box ~ £130
Orders close Monday 12 October

The Abbotsholme Parents’ Association (APA)
would like to welcome back all parents and
families. We also extend a very warm welcome
to all new parents and families of children now
at Abbotsholme.

Boxes are delivered chilled. Time to
empty your freezers so you can fill
them again.

Upon joining the school, your family
automatically joins the APA. We aim to bring
parents, staff & children together with various
social and fundraising events throughout the
year. We have a fantastic committee of parents
and are always on the lookout for willing
volunteers to help with our varied activities.

To order email
beki.brown@abbotsholme.co.uk

Ordinarily, the APA invites all parents,
grandparents and special family members to
the APA café every Friday in the dining room
from 4.30-5.00pm for a catch-up, tea or coffee
and cake. Sadly, under the current Covid 19
guidelines, we are unable to meet up in school
but once our children have had chance to settle
in over the coming weeks, we hope to
announce news of future APA events and
alternative social activities in the months
ahead.

Food miles = 15 miles total

Please put lamb in the subject box.

