
News 
 

Nursery 
 

What an amazing day, thank you to Nesta’s Ark! 
The Nursery, Reception and Prep School saw 
Snakes, Geckos, a Skink, two large Tortoises, a 
Bearded Dragon, Stick Insects, a Skunk, a 
Chinchilla, small and large Tenrecs, a Tree Frog 
and Bob the Parrot. 
 

The older children learnt about all the different 
habitats these animals live in and asked lots of 
interesting questions. The younger children 
enjoyed holding the animals and talking about 
the different textures. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

Prep School 
Reception Class performed an assembly this 

morning to their parents and the Prep School. 
They shared their knowledge of 2D shapes by 
challenging their friends with a quiz, singing a 
shape song and showing their shape pictures. 
They also counted in twos, fives and tens. The 
finale was a production of Farmer Duck followed 
by the Wonky Donkey song with actions. This was 
followed by some well-deserved refreshment in 
the dining hall. 
 
The children did a brilliant job at entertaining 
everyone and made their parents very proud! 
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Year 6 visited Warning Zone at Leicester as 

part of the PSHCE curriculum. They firstly took 

part in workshops relating to E-Safety. Children 

were given an interactive keypad to answer 

questions about different aspects of safety online. 
 

 
 

After lunch they then took part in eight different 

interactive safety zones including, water, personal, 

fire, road, rail, building sites and electricity, 

alcohol and arson. 

 

Year 5 & 6 are currently having 

musical lessons on the trumpet.🎺🎶 

 

        
 

 

 
 

Prep children visited Uttoxeter Cinebowl, on 

Saturday, to watch the Kids Club film Sherlock 
Gnomes. They had a thoroughly good time and 

enjoyed spending time socialising before the film, 
purchasing snacks and then watching the 

performance together. 
 

 
 

Senior School 
 

This weekend saw the first BTEC Performing Arts & 
Music London Residential. It was a weekend packed 
full of theatre, fun and laughter, which thrust the 
students head first into the fast lane of the world 
famous West End. 
 

 
 
The students took part in not one but two professional 
theatre workshops with West End stars, which tested 
their dance technique and performance skills. They 
then got to see the exact choreography performed 
onstage by the professionals in both ‘Everybody’s 
Talking About Jamie’ and ‘Matilda’. Both shows were 
phenomenal and really set our students passions alive,  
 
 



as well as providing an immersive, educational 
experience to facilitate the BTEC specification. 
 
This residential will be an annual occurrence as part 
of the ever expanding Performing Arts Department 
and I am already looking to the future for even more 
unbeatable events! 
 

 
 

On Friday 8 February, the Lower School had their 

social event, a silent disco. If you didn’t know, in a 

silent disco you wear headphones that play music. 

There are three different channels to choose from, 

with different music playing on each channel so that 

you always have a choice of three different songs.  
 

The disco took place in the theatre so there was 

plenty of space to dance! Everyone busted out their 

moves for the whole hour and a half, including Mrs 

Carr. In addition to this, there was a busy tuck shop in 

the foyer, ran by the APA, which provided food and 

drinks for when anybody needed a boost of energy. By 

the time the disco ended the shop was nearly empty. 
 

I enjoyed the disco a lot. You could easily take off your 

headphones to have a break or talk to someone and I 

also loved the range of the different songs .The music 

ranged from Disney and Musicals to Pop. The 

headphones had lights on them and each channel was 

a different colour so you could see which channels 

people were on just by looking at their headphones 

and change yours if you wanted to join them.  
 

Overall, I think the silent disco was a huge hit and hope 

the school do it again! 
 

By Ruby, Year 7 
 

 

The Sixth Form Valentines Ball…. 
 

 
 

With thanks to all of the Catering Staff and 

Lucy for organising another successful social 

event. 

 

On Friday the 8 February in chapel, we held the live 

trials of ‘I’m a Teacher, Get Me Out of Here!’ 
as part of the Sixth Form’s attempts to raise money 
for Cancer Research UK.  
 

For several weeks prior to the live final, we had been 
collecting votes from both pupils and staff to see 
which teachers would face the ordeal! Votes cost 20 
pence each and they came in thick and fast, with staff 
getting more worried each day. The day finally came 
and with thanks to Mrs Brown, the gruesome food was 
prepared, cooked and ready to be presented to the 
unlucky members of staff. 
 

 
 
The voting ruled that both Mr Diamond and Mr Shaw 
would be facing the live challenge whilst trying not to 
embarrass themselves in front of all the pupils and 
fellow colleagues. The duo had to eat many delicacies 
including dried locusts, Ox Liver smoothies and in the 
final round, battered sheep brains. 
 
The show was presented by Toby and Luke who then 
had to eat the remains as there was time to spare. 
Along with the sale of refreshments on the day, the 
Sixth Form managed to raise over £500 due to their 
efforts which was a brilliant amount. 
 



Thank you to Mrs Brown for organising all the treats, 
Mr Diamond and Mr Shaw for their willingness to take 
part and to all the people who donated to the cause.  
 
Abbotsholme once again has done themselves proud 
in their efforts to raise money for charity and we 
endeavour to continue this throughout the rest of the 
year. 

 
 

Gold DofE Skills Weekend 
 

Thankfully Storm Eric headed away up north and 
let us continue with our plans unaffected. We met 
on a fresh blustery Saturday morning, the Year 
12’s were in good spirits and were glad to start the 
skills weekend for their Gold DofE. We headed to 
Froghall wharf and the Caldon Canal. Here we 
went through the safety issues related to canoes, 
water and everything in between. As we got on the 
water, there was a lot of nervous faces and lots of 
screaming. They progressed really well and all 
students were able to go on a journey from 
Froghall to about 3km upstream. En route we 
played games and gave challenges, most 
students stayed dry and a few got very wet due to 
the pirate like tactics of some students. The day 
ended and all students wore big smiles, either wet 
or dry. 
 

 
 
 

The following day, we progressed to the more 
open water of Manor Park Sailing Club. This 
provides then next stages of challenges and a 
new set of skills. The exposure and the wind 
provide a new set of problems. All students 
behaved excellently and progressed incredibly 
well. The day ended with demonstrations of peer 
rescues and self-rescues, one of which nearly 
ended with a dry Mr Milner getting very wet! A 
great few days and all students are thoroughly 
looking forward to the next stages of Gold DofE 
preparation. 
 

Boarding 
 

Last weekend in boarding the pupils had a 
variety of trips on offer for them. The Year 12 

boarders completed their Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh Training by canoe with a few testing 

the water temperature. Our visiting Chinese 
pupils went off to Stratford with Mrs Clay. 

There was a group of over twenty pupils that 
went tubing on a dry ski slope and had lots of 
fun completing a set course by whizzing down 

the slopes. On Saturday evening the boarders in 
Flaxfield and Cedarholme we able to go to the 

cinema and got back into school quite late. 
 

Sunday was a little more relaxed for some with 
a shopping trip to Uttoxeter and a second day 
on the water for the Gold Duke of Edinburgh 

crew. Pupils are busy now completing their last 
week of school before a well-earned half term 

break. 
 

 
 

 

See more by clicking on the link  

 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/abbotsholmeschool/


Notices 
Netball Fixtures This Week  

Wednesday 13 February 

 

1st VII v Abbots Bromley (H) ~ 2.30pm 

3rd VII v Abbots Bromley (H) ~ 2.30pm 

5th VII v QEGS (H) ~ 3.30pm 

6th VII v QEGS (H) ~ 3.30pm 

 

Extreme Reading 

 

 

Abbotsholme School Beef & Pork for Sale 
 

Bacon & Sausage - 2 packs for £5  

Topside Joints - £14 each (approx. weight 1.2kg) 

Rump & Rib eye Steaks- price depending on 

weight 

Mince & Stewing Steak packs- 2 packs for £7 

 

Please place your order via email to Emily 

Morris, collection available at 5.00pm on Friday 

evening from front of school for all orders 

placed by 4.00pm Friday. Payment will be via 

school bill/finance.  

 
 

 

 

On the weekend of March 9/10 March, we have 

two trips going out. Please email me if you have 

any queries or questions 
tim.milner@abbotsholme.co.uk  

 

I will send out trip details and consent forms to 

those who are interested before half term.  
 

Year 7 Adventure Weekend 
(Open to all Year 7) 

 

 
 

Year 8 Mystery Weekend 
(Open to all Year 8) 
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