
 

News 
 

Amerton Farm 
 

Reception and Nursery all had a fabulous day at 
Amerton farm last Tuesday. They stroked and fed 
the chickens, donkeys, goats, horses, rabbits, a pig 
and also saw cows, alpacas and reindeer. They all 
had a turn to feed the Cade lambs with a bottle of 
milk and then met two baby goats (kids) that were 
only a couple of days old. After lunch they had a 
play in the play barn. Then the Nursery children 
went on a tractor ride to the fairy garden where 
they all had a ride on a unicorn! The Reception 
children went on to paint a pot. The children were 
all very tired after but had a great time! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Mother’s Day 
 

Nursery and Reception mothers and 

grandmothers enjoyed a sunny afternoon of tea 

and cake on Friday, celebrating Mother’s Day. 

The pupils presented a handmade card and a 

colourful plant to their mums. 
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House Singing Competition 
 

After weeks of rehearsals, the Inter House Singing 
competition took place on Thursday afternoon. Both 
houses sang ‘Here I Am, Lord’ as the allocated 
hymn, and sang ‘Wonderwall’ as the allocated song. 
After the first two rounds Palmer had impressed the 
judge to take a lead of eight points into the final 
round. Each house then had their own choice for the 
final song. Palmer sang ‘Don’t You Want Me’, whilst 
Wainwright performed a fantastic medley of ‘House 
of Fun, It Must Be Love and Our House’ to see the 
competition be decided by one point. It was Palmer 
who came out victorious, conducted to victory by 
Toby. Huge credit to all pupils and staff for their 
contribution, and particularly to Holly and Toby for 
leading and conducting their houses. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



Grade 8 Piano Success 
For Hannah 

 

We are delighted to share with you the results 

and comments from the examiner. Clearly 
projected and confident playing which was 
communicated excellently to the examiner 

who commented, “Idiomatically shaped 
playing with an assured sense of style”. 
 

Hannah also has a beautiful certificate to add 
to her growing collection! 
 

 
 

Boarders enjoyed a relaxed weekend with 

a range of optional trips on offer. 
 
An enthused group left early (in the opinion of a 
teenager!) on Saturday morning to arrive at The 
Roaches for a morning of bouldering with Mr 
Abraham and Miss Sanderson. The weather was 
kind and so were the teachers – treating the 
group to ice creams at Tittesworth Water to 
replenish their energy after. The group came 
back with sore hands and aching limbs, but 
thoroughly enjoyed the trip! 
 
Later on in the afternoon a group of boarders 
keen to have a less energetic Saturday popped 
down the road to Denstone Farm Shop. Many 
students returned with Easter decorations and 
chocolate treats and most had enjoyed sitting 
outside in the Spring sunshine with a sweet treat 
from the café.  
 
 

On Sunday our weekly shopping trips went to 
Ashbourne and Derby. This week some of the 
boarders had the opportunity to visit The Quad 
in Derby to see the work of Kensuke Koike’s work 
and also Derby Museum to see an exhibition of 
Leonardo Di Vinci’s work ‘A Life in Drawing’. Mr 
Jones took many of our Art and Photography 
students, but also a group of others who were 
keen to see the work. The group came back 
inspired by the work, with many of our Sixth 
Form keen to incorporate the visit in to their 
coursework research.  
 

Sunday afternoon saw Easter baking and also a 
selection of Chinese dumplings, meatballs and 
rice being cooked up in the food technology 
classroom. The smell was delicious! 
 

Boarders have enjoyed a wide range of trips this 
term and would like to thank all of the staff for 
the time and effort put in to running these. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Charity Raft Race 
 

On Friday 29 March, the Upper Sixth did a Charity 
Raft Race to raise money for Cancer Research. This 
consisted of a challenging obstacle course before 
racing down the River Dove to the finish line on a 
very precarious raft. It was a close race however, 
Nils’s team won on the last stretch and everyone had 
a lot of fun despite the cold water. 
 

We want to thank everyone for sponsoring the 
teams and the OEd staff for making sure we were all 
safe. After collecting and adding up all the money 
raised we have an amazing subtotal of £500. 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

Round Square Exchange 
This term Harry Wallace has joined us from St 
Philip's College, Alice Springs, Australia. Here he 
talks about his experience with us. 

My exchange at Abbotsholme has been an 
exciting journey for me. 

When I first arrived here I was quite nervous 
about talking to other people and getting 
involved in different activities, but after the first 
week or two I had completely settled in. 

Being away from my school and my country has 
been a little challenging at times, especially 
during the first few weeks, but now that I've 
made some close friends here, seeing my friends 
back in Australia hasn't even been on my mind. 
Abbotsholme is quite different from St. Philip's, 
Abbotsholme has about 450 less students yet 118 
more acres of land. I have really enjoyed working 
on the school farm. 

 

Overall, exchange has been an incredible 
experience for me, I've made new lifelong friends 
and it's helped me to get out of my comfort zone 
and talk to new people. It's also given me a 

chance to experience how day-to-day life differs 
in another country, such as how English people 
put curry sauce on chips. 

To anyone that is trying to decide whether to go 
on exchange or not, do it. You certainly won't 
regret it, it's a great chance to experience life 
somewhere else on the globe, meet new people 
and create memories that will last forever. 

 
 

Hockey 

Over last weekend 

Eleanor’s U15’s Derbyshire 

Team won the Midlands 

County Championship 

competition meaning they 

are the Midlands County 

Champions. The semi-finals 

went to penalty flicks and 

Eleanor stayed calm and 

focussed resulting in her 

saving one of them and 

helping them to get through 

to the finals. She thoroughly 

enjoyed the day and it marks 

the end to a very successful 

season for the Derbyshire U15 squad. 
 
 
 

 Year 10 Triple Science 

Biologists have recently 
looked at Stomata under 

the Light Microscope. They 
then used graticules to 

measure their diameter, 
and calculate the stomatal 

density of the leaf. 
 

 

 

 

 



A message from Ann Parker 
 

We are very sad to hear that Peggy, our beloved 
friend at Barrow Hill Hall care home, has passed 

away. She was a truly remarkable lady who 
befriended all the children and staff that visited. 
As soon as we walked in she had a welcoming 

smile for us all. Peggy loved to join in with 
activities such as painting and puzzles but most of 

all enjoyed a chat and listening to the children 
read. She will be greatly missed by us all. 

 

 
 

Notice 
 

Abbotsholme History Department is 

delighted to offer places on our tour 

of Russia. There are 20 spaces 

available for students in current 

Year 9-12 to enjoy a three day tour 

of St Petersburg and two day tour 

or Moscow. Full cost of the trip is 

£1500. If you are interested please 

scan the QR codes below to get an 

electronic version of the parental 

permission slip with accompanying 

information. Any question please 

come and speak to Miss Sanderson. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


